FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

It is difficult for me to point to any positive achievement.
I would have liked to have had more opportunity to prove myself
in an executive position as a head of a department or in an
administrative capacity. But that was not to be.

Most of my time I had been in opposition and belonged to a
minority party. That was not my fault but due to my opinions
not being fashionable. I could have followed the example of
others and changed my coat and been on the popular side.
I have had many inducements. Both Lansbury and Lees-Smith
approached me on more than one occasion to join the Labour
Party,, and there is reason to believe that if I had done so I should
have achieved high office. One prominent Labour man, whose
name wild horses will not drag from me, offered to see that I
should not have a Labour opponent against me in the field if I
gave an undertaking to "cross the floor" at the appropriate time.
He pointed out that at that time our stock was low., I replied
that I was not a rat to leave a sinking ship. Besides, I explained,
I was not in favour of the ownership of "All the Means of Production,
Distribution and Exchange by the State." The answer I received
was that that was not practical politics but only an ultimate ideal.
But I pointed out that as a convert I should be expected to mouth
these phrases, and I was not, even for a safe seat, prepared to sell
my soul.

The fact is I am an unrepentant Liberal. I am convinced half
the troubles in the world are caused by the decline of Liberalism.

This country is the home of Liberalism: it certainly, at- heart,
is not Socialist, even though it may vote Labour.

The other day I congratulated a distinguished Labour Minister
on the excellent speeches he was making, and said they might
easily have been made by a Liberal. , Promptly he replied, "But
this country is Liberal."

Socialism is a foreign import. Many continental people like
to be regulated, ordered and directed: they don't mind handing
themselves over to the State. That is why conscription was
acceptable to most nations in Europe, but it was always unpopular
here.

The British people do value liberty: they want to be allowed
to manage their own lives, and don't want to be told by officials
what to do with them. Under the pressure of war they are prepared
to barter away their freedom to save the country from invasion.

Liberals are always accused of being guilty of laisser~fam.
But if the history of the last half-century is examined, Liberals
have been responsible for more social legislation than everyone
else put together. They are all for using the machinery of the
State for the common good provided it is not done at*the expense